CLAIMS 



1 * A light emitting device comprising : 

a light emitting element having an electric signal terminal, 
that is driven to emit light by an electric signal given from 
outside to the electric signal terminal; and 

a semiconductor chip for driving the light emitting element, 
including a light emitting element driving circuit and a 
temperature detecting element that are made of a semiconductor, 
the light emitting element driving circuit outputting and 
applying the electric signal to the electric signal terminal, 
the temperature detecting element detecting an ambient 
temperature 7 

wherein the light emitting element is mourned on the 
semiconductor chip tor driving the light emitting element, and 
is driven based on the temperature detected bv the temperature 
detecting element . 

2. The light emitting device according to claim 1, wherein 
at least part of the temperature delecting element is disposed 
in a light emitting element disposed region that is a minimum 
region including the light emitting element projected on the 
semiconductor chip for driving the light emitting element. 

3. The light emitting device according to claim I, wherein 



the light emitting element driving circuit is formed in the 
semiconductor chip for driving the light emitting element 
excluding the light emitting element disposed region. 

5 4. The light emitting device according to claim 1, wherein 
the light emitting element is a plurality of visible light 
emitting elements that emit light at different wavelengths, and 
the semiconductor chip for driving the light emitting element 
drives the light emitting elements individually to maintain white 
10 balance of the plurality of light emitting elements based on 
the temperature detected bv the temperature detect ina element- 

5 . A 1 ighting equipment comprising ; 

a plurality of the light emitting devices according to 
1 5 claim 1 . 

6 . A semiconductor chip for driving a light emitting element, 
on which the light emitting element can be mounted, the light 
emitting element having an electric signal terminal and driven 
20 to emit light by an electric signal given to the electric signal 
terminal from, outside, the semiconductor chip comprising: 

a light emitting element driving circuit that outputs and 
applies the electric signal to the electric signal terminal; 
and 

25 a temperature detecting element that detects an ambient 



Temperature, 

wherein the semiconductor chip drives the licrht emittina 
element based on the temperature detected by the temperature 
detecting element > 

7 . The semiconductor chip for driving a light emitting element 
according to claim 6, wherein at least part of the temperature 
detecting element is disposed in a light emittinc element 
disposed region which is a minimum region including the light 
emittinc element pro j ected cn the semiconductor chip for driving 
the light emitting element . 

■ 

8 . The semiconductor chip for driving a light emitting element 
according to claim 6, wherein the light emitting element driving 
circuit is formed in the semiconductor chip for driving the light 
emitting element excluding the light emitting element disposed 
region . 

9 . The semiconductor chip for driving a light emittina element 
according to claim 6, wherein the light emitting element is a 
plurality of visible light emitting elements that emit light 
at di f f erent wavelenaths, and the semiconductor chic for drivina 
the light emittinc elements drives the light emitting elements 
individually to maintain white balance of the plurality of light 
emitting elements based on the temperature detected by the 



teir-perature detecting element. 



